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Antonia M. Villarruel, PhD, RN, FAAN, is the Margaret Bond Simon Dean of Nursing at the 
University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing and Director of the School’s WHO 
Collaborating Center for Nursing and Midwifery Leadership. Dr. Villarruel leads Penn 
Nursing to meet its core mission of advancing science, promoting equity, and 
demonstrating practice excellence. As a bilingual and bicultural researcher, her career 
has been grounded in these values. As a bilingual and bicultural researcher, Dr. Villarruel 

has extensive research and practice experience with Latino populations, health promotion, and health equity.  
 
Dr. Villarruel holds many leadership positions. She is an elected Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing, an elected 
member of the National Academy of Medicine and the College of Physicians of Philadelphia; she serves as Chair of the 
National Academy of Medicine (NAM) Culture of Health Program Advisory Committee, Co-chair of the Strategic 
Advisory Council of the AARP/RWJ Future of Nursing Campaign for Action and is a Regent of the Uniformed Services 
University of the Health Sciences. 
 
She has received numerous honors and awards including the 2021 Health Care Leader Award from the American 
Academy of Nursing, the Sigma Theta Tau International Nurse Researcher Hall of Fame Award, the Globy Award for 
Educational Leadership from the Global Philadelphia Association, and the prestigious Ohtli Award from the government 
of Mexico. 
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